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“i  consider myself a poet first and a musician second.  
i  live like a poet and i ’ll die like a poet.” 

 --  bob dylan
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“music is well said to be the speech of angels.” 
 --  thomas carlyle
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“music gives a soul to the universe,  wings to the mind, 
flight to the imagination & life to everything.”

 -- plato
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“music is a higher revelation than all wisdom & philosophy. music is  
the electrical soil in which the spirit lives,  thinks & invents.”

 -- ludwig van beethoven
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“music is an outburst of the soul.” 
 --  frederick deluis
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“without music,  life would be a mistake.” 
 --  friedrich nietzsche
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“life is like music;  it  must be composed by ear, 
feeling & instinct,  not by rule.”

 -- samuel butler
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“music expresses that which cannot be said & on
which it is impossible to be silent.  ”

 -- victor hugo
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“music is a beautiful opiate,  if  you don’t take it too seriously.” 
 --  henry mille
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“i ’ve come up with a theory that the music is within.  we
don’t bring it in,  it’s already there.  we have

to figure out how to get it out.”
 -- howard roberts
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“surrender your whole being into a note & gravity dissappears.
with one chord, john lee hooker could tell you 

a story as deep as the ocean.”
 -- carlos santana



T 
A 
B

T 
A 
B

T 
A 
B

T 
A 
B



TT H E  
OO N L I N E
GG U I T A R
AA C A D E M Y

“it is from the blues that all that may be called american
music derives it’s most distinctive characteristics.  ”

 -- james weldon johnson
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“light quirks of music,  broken & uneven, make
the soul dance upon a jig of heaven. ”

 -- alexander pope
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“the woods would be very silent if the only birds
that sang were those who sang the best.  ”

 -- henry david thoreau
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“music is forever; music should grow & mature with you,
following you right on up until you die.  ”

 -- paul simon





CHORDS

   G7 CHORD 

   C7 CHORD 

   D7 CHORD 

   E7 CHORD 

   A7 CHORD 

   B7 CHORD 

   F7 CHORD 

  A7 sus 4 

  _______ 

MAJOR CHORD FAMILIES

   G MAJOR

   C MAJOR

   D MAJOR

MINOR CHORD FAMILIES

   E MINOR

   A MINOR

   D MINOR

ORIGINAL SONG

   MAJOR KEY

   MINOR KEY

KEY DETECTIVE

   FIRST CHORD PRINCIPLE

   ALPHABET DOTS METHOD

   1,4,5 CHORD TREE

   RELATIVE MINOR (3RD FRET RULE)

   RELATIVE MINOR CONCEPT

   MAJOR LIFT    MINOR FALL

   WALK UP TECHNIQUE

   SECONDARY KEYS

   DOWN STRUMMING

   ALTERNATE STRUMMING

SYLLABUS
THE GUITAR TOOLBOX
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   G CHORD    C add 9      _______

   C CHORD    D sus 2      _______

   D CHORD    D sus 4      _______

   Am CHORD    Em7          _______

   Em CHORD    Am7          _______

   Bm CHORD    G sus 4      _______

   F#m CHORD    A sus 2      _______

   F CHORD    A sus 4      _______

   Dm CHORD    A maj 7      _______

   A CHORD    D maj 7      12 BAR BLUES IN G BLUES

   C#m CHORD    B maj 7     12 BAR IN ANY BLUES KEY



SCALES

   SPIDER TECHNIQUE

   MAJOR PENTATONIC SCALE IN G MAJOR

   MUSICAL ALPHABET        GIFT OF THE GAB

   ALL OF THE NOTES ON THE BASS E STRING

   MAJOR PENTATONIC LICKS IN G MAJOR 
    READING TAB     RESOLUTION NOTES IN G
    LICK #1          DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LICK & RIFF
    LICK #2
    LICK #3

   MOVEABLE MAJOR PENTATONIC SCALES IN EVERY KEY
    A MAJOR        LICK    RESOLUTION NOTES IN ANY KEY

    C MAJOR        LICK 
    D MAJOR        LICK

   MINOR PENTATONIC SCALE IN G MINOR 

   MINOR PENTATONIC LICKS IN G MINOR 
    LICK #1
    LICK #2
    LICK #3

   MOVEABLE MINOR PENTATONIC SCALES IN EVERY KEY
    A MINOR        LICK
    D MINOR        LICK
    E MINOR        LICK       OCTAVE E MINOR

  BLUES SCALE IN G BLUES  

  BLUES LICKS IN G BLUES 
    LICK #1
    LICK #2
    LICK #3

   BLUES SCALE IN EVERY KEY
    A BLUES        LICK
    D BLUES        LICK
    E BLUES        LICK       OCTAVE E BLUES
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EXTENDED SCALES
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   OCTAVE MAJOR PENTATONIC SCALE IN G MAJOR
    LICK #1      
    LICK #2      
    LICK #3     

   EXTENDED MAJOR PENTATONIC SCALE IN G MAJOR
    LICK #1      
    LICK #2      
    LICK #3     

   MAJOR PENTATONIC THIRD FINGER SLIDE IN G MAJOR
    LICK #1      
    LICK #2      
    LICK #3     

   EXTENDED MAJOR SCALES IN A MAJOR

   EXTENDED MAJOR SCALES IN C MAJOR

   EXTENDED MAJOR SCALES IN D MAJOR

   EXTENDED MAJOR SCALES IN EVERY MAJOR KEY

MAJOR



   EXTENDED MINOR SCALES IN A MINOR

   EXTENDED MINOR SCALES IN D MINOR

   EXTENDED MINOR SCALES IN E MINOR

   EXTENDED MINOR SCALES IN EVERY MINOR KEY

   OCTAVE MINOR PENTATONIC SCALE IN G MINOR
    LICK #1      
    LICK #2      
    LICK #3     

   EXTENDED MINOR PENTATONIC SCALE IN G MINOR
    LICK #1      
    LICK #2      
    LICK #3     

   MINOR PENTATONIC THIRD FINGER SLIDE IN G MINOR
    LICK #1      
    LICK #2      
    LICK #3     

SYLLABUS
EXTENDED SCALES
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MINOR



   OCTAVE BLUES SCALE IN G BLUES
    LICK #1      
    LICK #2      
    LICK #3     

   EXTENDED BLUES SCALE IN G BLUES
    LICK #1      
    LICK #2      
    LICK #3     

    BLUES THIRD FINGER SLIDE IN G BLUES
    LICK #1      
    LICK #2      
    LICK #3     

   EXTENDED BLUES SCALES IN A BLUES

   EXTENDED BLUES SCALES IN D BLUES

   EXTENDED MAJOR SCALES IN E BLUES

   EXTENDED MAJOR SCALES IN EVERY BLUES KEY

SYLLABUS
EXTENDED SCALES

BLUES
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   G MAJOR OPEN CHORD SCALE    G MAJOR

   C MAJOR OPEN CHORD SCALE    C MAJOR

   D MAJOR OPEN CHORD SCALE    D MAJOR

   A MAJOR OPEN CHORD SCALE

   E MAJOR OPEN CHORD SCALE

   F MAJOR OPEN CHORD SCALE

MAJOR

   A MINOR OPEN CHORD SCALE    A MINOR

   E MINOR OPEN CHORD SCALE    E MINOR

   D MINOR OPEN CHORD SCALE    D MINOR

   G MINOR OPEN CHORD SCALE

   C MINOR OPEN CHORD SCALE

   F MINOR OPEN CHORD SCALE

MINOR

MAJOR CAPO

MINOR CAPO
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OPEN CHORD SCALES
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   E7 BLUES OPEN CHORD SCALE    E BLUES

   A7 BLUES OPEN CHORD SCALE    A BLUES

   C7 BLUES OPEN CHORD SCALE    G BLUES

   D7 BLUES OPEN CHORD SCALE

   B7 BLUES OPEN CHORD SCALE

   G7 BLUES OPEN CHORD SCALE

   F7 BLUES OPEN CHORD SCALE

BLUES

   E BLUES TURNAROUND RIFF

   TURNAROUND VARIATION #1 D7 SHAPE

   TURNAROUND VARIATION #2 SIXTH INTERVAL

   TURNAROUND VARIATION #3 ROBERT JOHNSON



NAME OF SONG Ch Le K TAB

Twist and Shout
Knockin’On Heaven’s Door
Wild Thing
Sweet Home Alabama
Stand By Me
La Bamba
Helpless
Knockin’On Heaven’s Door (Version 2)
Good Riddance
Brown Eyed Girl
American Pie
Sweet Home Alabama
Wild Thing
Redemption Song
Hide Your Love Away
The Weight
Angel Of Harlem
Hey Joe
Like A Rolling Stone
Bad Moon Rising
Stuck In The Middle
Everybody Hurts
Proud Mary
Riders On The Storm
House Of The Rising Sun
Mr Jones
Heart Of Gold

Ch = Chords       Le = Lead Break       K = Key       TAB = Tablature

SONG LIST



NAME OF SONG Ch Le K TAB

Wish You Were Here
One
Dumb Things
Jolene
Losing My Religion
Hurt
Hotel California
Steamroller
One Bourbon One Scotch One Beer
Johnny B Goode
Malted Milk
Before You Accuse Me
Night Time Is The Right Time
Everyday I Have The Blues
Leopard Skin Pill Box Hat
The Thrill Is Gone
Born Under A Bad Sign
Born To Be Wild
Seven Nation Army
Smells Like Teen Spirit
About A Girl
You Really Got Me
Fast Car
Crazy Love
Yesterday
Across The Universe
Down On The Corner

Ch = Chords       Le = Lead Break       K = Key       TAB = Tablature

SONG LIST



NAME OF SONG Ch Le K TAB

Homeward Bound
Space Oddity
Throw Your Arms Around Me
Wild World
Harvest Moon
While My Guitar Gently Weeps
Come As You Are
Wild Horses
Moondance
Light My Fire
Cocaine
Hey Joe
Walk This Way
White Room
Satisfaction
Peace Train
Running On Faith
End Of The Line
Big Yellow Taxi
Needle And The Damage Done
Red House
Boom Boom
Sunshine Of Your Love
Summertime Blues
Green River
Soul Man
Father And Son

Ch = Chords       Le = Lead Break       K = Key       TAB = Tablature

SONG LIST



NAME OF SONG Ch Le K TAB

Daytripper
Tears In Heaven
Betterman
Foxy Lady
Fire
Smoke On The Water
Eagle Rock
Layla
Money For Nothing
Paint It Black
Black Night
Change The World
Wind Cries Mary

Ch = Chords       Le = Lead Break       K = Key       TAB = Tablature

SONG LIST



ELECTIVE #1 - ORIGINAL MAJOR SONG

//:         /          /          /          :// x2

Bridge

  //:   G     /          /          /          :// x2

Verse

//:         /          /          /           :// x2

Chorus

Verse x2

Chorus x2

Name Of Song

Composer

End - //  G  //

Chorus x2

The Songwriter Toolbox 
Major Song Template

www.geetar.com
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The First Chord Principle provides the first clue in the Key 
Detective method for working out the key of any major, 
minor or blues song. The first chord of a song is usually 
related to the key of the song as it provides the start and 
end chord of the complete chord progression. As you can 
see below, we can use a song example of using the first 
chord principle to work out the key of a song.

SWEET HOME ALABAMA
 

  // D   C / G //

ELECTIVE #2 - FIRST CHORD PRINCIPLE

Key Detective #1
 First Chord Principle

TWIST AND SHOUT
 

  // G   C / D //

As we can see in the example below, songs are also 
constructed using a non-root chord to begin a song. The First 
Chord Principle is the first clue of the Key Detective method 
and provides a focus point for using the remaining steps of 
this method.
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The Alphabet Dots Method in Tab
e|-------------------------------------------|
b|-------------------------------------------|
g|-------------------------------------------|
D|-------------------------------------------|
A|--------------3(C)--5(D)--7(E)--8(F)--1O(G)|
E|--5(A)-7(B)--------------------------------|

Key Detective #2 - Part 1 is 
known as The Alphabet Dots 
Method. This note location 
device is used to find the 
notes on the bass A string of 
the guitar. The knowledge of 
these notes is instrumental to 
understanding Step #2 - Part 2 
of The Key Detective.

F

G

A

B

C

D

E

The Alphabet Dots 
Method for Finding Notes 

on the Bass A String

ELECTIVE #3 - ALPHABET DOTS

Key Detective #2 - Part 1
The Alphabet Dots Method

3

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10



1, 4, 5 Chord Tree 

1

5

4

The 1, 4, 5 Primary Chord Tree 
is used to locate the 1st, 4th 
and 5th chords of any major and 
minor key to deduce the Primary 
Major and Minor chords of any 
key. The Primary Chords are 
used to determine the key of the 
song as they are the most used 
chords in modern music. Once 
you have used the First Chord 
Principle you can use the 1, 4, 5 
Chord Tree to check if the song 
contains the related Primary 
Chords of the key.

ELECTIVE #4 - 1, 4, 5 CHORD TREE

Key Detective #2 - Part 2
1, 4, 5 Primary Chord Tree

NOTES
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ELECTIVE #5 - THREE FRET RULE

The Three Fret Rule is used to 
determine the Relative Major 
and Minor Keys using a simple 
and moveable fretboard note 
location tool. 

Key Detective #3 - Part 1

Relative Minor Rule

m

M

Major Key (M) to Relative Minor Key (m) 
To find the relative Minor key from the related Major key 
you can travel three frets back towards the head of the 
guitar using the notes on the bass E string as your guide.

Minor Key (m) to Relative Major Key (M) 
To find the relative Major key from the related Minor key 
you can travel three frets up towards the body of the 
guitar using the notes on the bass E string as your guide.
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6

Major Key

Relative Minor Key

G Major

E Minor

ELECTIVE #6 - RELATIVE MINOR

Key Detective #3 - Part 2

The Relative Minor

G Am Bm C D E  m F#m

1 2 3 4 5 6  7

E  m F#m G Am Bm C D

1 2 3 4 5 6  7

HAPPY

SAD minor 1,4,5 chords

Songs Using Only 
Primary Minor Chords

HAPPY

SAD

Major 1,4,5 chords

Songs Using Only  
Primary Major Chords

HAPPY

SAD
minor 1,4,5 chords

major 3,6,7 chords

Songs Using Primary Minor  
& Secondary Major Chords

HAPPY

SAD

Major 1,4,5 chords

Minor 2,3,6 & 7 chords

Songs Using Primary Major  
& Secondary Minor Chords



E|-------------------------------------------------------|
B|-------------------------------------------------------|
G|-------------------------------------------------------|
D|-------------------------------------------------------| 
A|-------O-------------------1------------------2--------|
E|-1-----------3-------2-----------4-------3-----------5-|

> Continue up the fretboard to find the 
Primary Key and two Secondary Keys

ELECTIVE #7 - WALK UP TECHNIQUE

The Walk-Up Technique is an ear training exercise for determining 
the key of the song. By walking the Walk-Up Riff (as shown below) 
up the bass strings of the guitar you can hear the compatible 
sounds that allow you to find the key of the song. As we will learn 
in the Key Detective #5, there are three keys that will sound good 
with any one song. These keys are known as the Primary and two 
Secondary Keys. The Primary Key is the actual key of the song that 
is built on the root/home note of the scale. The two Secondary 
Keys are built on the 4th and 5th root notes of the Primary Key. 
As you walk up the Walk-Up Riff you can write down markers on all 
of the frets that you can hear sound good with the example song.

Minor Keys - The Walk-Up Technique will  find the 
Relative Major key for all Relative Minor keys.

Blues Keys - The Walk-Up Technique can also be used to 
find the Blues key of any example song as the corresponding 
pentatonic major scale can be played over a blues song in 
the same key.

Key Detective #4 - Part 1

Walk-Up Technique
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G   A   B   C   D   E   F#
1    2   3   4    5   6   7

C   D   E   F   G   A   B
1    2   3   4    5   6   7

D   E   F#   G   A   B   C#

1    2   3     4   5    6   7

Primary Key

Secondary Keys

G Major

C Major

D Major

C   D   E   G   A   
1    2   3   5    6   

D   E   F#  A   B   
1    2   3    5   6   

=

=

ELECTIVE #8 - PRIMARY/SECONDARY KEYS

The Primary and Secondary Keys can be clearly explained 
using the tables below to show the removal of the 4th and 
7th notes of the Secondary Keys to allow them to be played 
over the Primary Key.

Key Detective #4 - Part 2
Primary and Secondary Keys
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ELECTIVE #9 - ORIGINAL MINOR SONG

The Songwriter Toolbox 
Minor Song Template

www.geetar.com

//:         /          /          /          :// x2

Bridge

  //:   Am     /          /          /          :// x2

Verse

//:    C     /          /          /           :// x2

Chorus

Verse x2

Chorus x2

Name Of Song

Composer

Chorus x2

9

End - //  Am  //



ELECTIVE #10 - MODULATION

Modulation

10

Modulation is used to find more chords outside of the seven 
chords of the original chord family. These modulated chords 
can be added to the chord family as reserve chords that 
expand the chord palette for writing songs and working out 
the chords of popular music.

Primary Key
G Major

Secondary Modulation Keys
C Major

Dm (2)   &   F(4)   =
D Major

A (5)   &  C#m (7)=

G Am Bm C D Em F#m

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

C Dm Em F G Am Bm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

D Em F#m G A Bm C#m

1 2 3 4 5 6 7



NOTES



NOTES
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